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L  A  IE       ET  3  ?f  S  I 
 I 

Australian  wheat  sowings  are  practically  completed  and  preliminary 
estimates  indicate  that  the  area  sown  for  grain  is  between  13  and  13-5 
million  acrss. 


A  reduction  in  the  Italian  bread  ration  was  averted  during  June  by 
reason  of  the  success  in  amassing  new-crop  wheat.    However,  only  1^0  grams 
were  distributed  in  some  Provinces.     Consideration  now  is  being  given  to 
increasing  the  ration  to  250  gram$ii?  p'jfetv  i©b  It  a .  •   Local  action  has  been  taken 
in  some  Provinces  raising  the  ration  to  300  grams  per  capita  daily. 

Estimates  for  the  19U6  tobacco  crop  in  Greece  by  the  Ministry  of  Ag- 
griculture  and'  the  Tobacco  Her  chant  sVI'e'&eTat  ion  place  the  area  planted  at 
150,000  acres  and  the  crop'  at  be twe eh  50,000  and  55*000  short  tons . 

Grain  karvof  ting 'Was  reported  as  generally  un de rway  in  Greece.  Cool, 
dry  weather  is  favoring  harvesting  activities.     The  wheat  crop    for  19U6 
now  is  e:roected  to  range  between  660,000  and  770,000  short  tons.    Lack  of 
machinery  is  causing  delay  in  threshing.    Many  sections  are  using  animals 
to  tread  grain  from  straw. 

Finland  re-Worts  indicate  below-average  .crops  from  sowings  last  autumn 
because. of  extensive  winter  damage .    Early  spring  sowings  generally  are 
promising. but  only  an  average -crop  is  forecast.     In  some  areas  excessive 
rains  have  damaged  rye— cron  Torospects  and  delayed  root' crops ,  especially 
sugar  beetsV    Potato  planting  wa*   delayed  until  June  11- %ecau.se  of  rain. 

At  least '10' percent  of '  Cuba1  s  bakeries  have  been  forced  to  close  for 
lack  of  flour  and -more  are  expected  to  close  before  the  flour  crisis  is 
over.    Rice* 'arid" lard  are  obtainable  only  at  black  market  prices  and  of- 
ficial efforts  to  enforce  ceiling  prices  for  foodstuffs  continue  to  meet 
with  little  success . 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS  l/ 

EGYPT'S  WHEAT  CROP 
SLIGHTLY  BELOW  AVERAGE 

The  I9U6  wheat  harvest  In  Egypt  was  slightly  smaller  than  the  19^5 
crop  of  kk.3  million  "bushels,  according  to  a  preliminary  estimate  "by  of- 
ficials of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.     The  indicated  production  is 
somewhat  less  than  had  "been  expected  earlier.    Deterioration  in  the  crop 
was  attributed  to  damage  from  hot  winds  in  early  May  and  to  substantial 
losses  from  an  attack  of  stem  rust  late  in  the  growing  season. 

A3  a  result  of  the  crop  damage,  per-acre  yields  are  expected  to  be 
about  the  same  as  last  year's  below-average  yields,  with  the  decrease  in 
production  due,  to  smaller  seedingo.    The . wheat  acreage  was  reported  at 
1,6  million 'acres,  or  about  §'  percent  less  than  the  19^-5  acreage.  The 
reduced  acreage  had  not  been  foresaen,  as  some  shift  from  barley  to  wheat 
acreage  had  been  expected  as  a  result  of  removing  price  support  from 
barley,  while  wheat  prices  continued  to  be  supported  at  a  relatively  high 
level. 

Reports  indicate  that  some  wheat  imports  may  be  needed  by  Egypt 
again  this  Sjar.cn  as  a  result  of  the  disappointing  wheat  crop  and  the 
possibility  of  having  to  increase  the  proportion  of  wheat  in  the  mixed 
flour,  since  grain  sorghum  outturns  are  also  expected  to  be  smaller  than 
a  year  ago. 

The  present  composition  of  the  country's  bread  is  75  percent  wheat 
flour  and  25  percent  grain  sorghum.    Stocks  of  the  type  of  sorghum  used 
for  admixture,  however,  are  reported  to  be  sufficient  for  use  at  the  present 
rate  only  until  the  end  of  July.     Th9  substitution  of  barley  for  grain  sor- 
ghum in  the  bread  for  urban  areas  is  planned  from  August  to  the  end  of 
September,  when  3orghums  of  the  new  crop  should  become  available.     The  bar- 
ley crop  this  year,  however,  is  reported  to  be  the  smallest  in  recent 
years  as  a  result  of  a  marked  reduction  in  the  barley  acreage  for  this 
season,  and  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  the    necessary  supply  of  barley 
may  ensue. 

Reports  state  that  a  demand  for  wheat  imports  in  exchange  for  the 
rice  surplus  is  expected,  as  was  the  case  in  19^5.    With  a  slightly  larger 
crop,  imports  during  the  past  season  were  reported  at  about  2.1  million 
bushels . 


FRENCH  GRAIN 
OUTLOOK  BRIGHT 


The  condition  of  grain  crops  in  France  as  of  June  1  was  reported  to 
be  highly  satisfactory.     Timely  spring  rains  followed  "by  heavy  rainfall 
throughout  May  completely  replenished  soil  moisture  reserves.  Heavy 
rains  continued  in  June  and  were  reported  excessive  in  some  sections. 

Yields  are  expected  to  be.  considerably  larger  than  the  poor  yields 
of  19^-5 >  when  the  total  outturn  was  estimated  at  around  iQk  million  bushels. 
The  wheat  acreage  is  substantially  larger  than  in  19^5 ,  hut  is  about  at 
the  19^4-  level,  when  the  outturn  was  estimated  at  256  million  bushels. 

CUBAN  RICE 
IMPORTS  LAG 

Rice  imports  into  Cuba  from  August  19^5  to  May  19^-6 ,  inclusive  ,  equaled 
368  million  pounds,  compared  with. 38!  million  for  the  same  period  of  the 
preceding  year.     Imports  for  the  season  continued  at  a  lower  rate  than 
last  year,  those  during  May  amounting  to  19  million  pounds,  or  5  million 
less  than  in  May  19 '+5 .     It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  some  rice  is 
being  obtained  from  different  sources  than  formerly,  such  as  Colombia, 
the  Dominican  Republic,  and  Nicaragua. 

CUBA-    Rice  arrivals,  August -May. 


Area  or  country  : 

Average  : 
1937-19^1-. 

•  August - 

■July 

:  Augus 

t-May 

19^3-41+  : 

19>.l+_k5 

:  19H.J+5  : 

-i|55r^  

Million  \ 

Million  : 

Million 

:  Million  : 

Million 

pounds  ; 

pounds  : 

pounds 

l  pounds  : 

pounds 

Orient  : 

201  s 

0  : 

0 

:          0  : 

0 

United  States  .......  ; 

232  ; 

307  : 

339 

:      306  : 

308 

Ecuador  : 

-i  • 

A 

86  : 

70 

:        70  : 

33 

Chile   . .  : 

0  f 

28  i 

9 

10 

0  ; 

0  : 

0 

:          0  : 

8 

Dominican  Republic  .'■..» : 

0 

0  : 

0 

:          0  0 

0 

Others   , . .  ■ 

1  ; 

1  : 

0 

:          0  s 

3 

Total  . . .   : 

^35  : 

522  : 

kiE~  , 

T"-33l  : 

Compiled  from  preliminc 

ry  figures 

of  ships  1 

ianif  ests 

,  except  for 
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ARGENTINE  TALLOW 
EXPORTS  DECLINE 


Argentine  tallow  exports  of  10.5  million  pounds  during  April, 
which  went  principally  to  Mexico,  the  United  Kingdom,  Switzerland,  and 


17    ?he  Grain  Section  is  continued  on.  page'  h'$h. 
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France,  were  the  smallest  since  January  of  this  veal".    Shipments  during 
the  first  4  months  of  1946  totaled  3S«7  million  pounds ,  com-oared  with  66.9 
million  pounds  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

It  is -doubtful  if  tallow  exports  in  1946  will  reach  the  19U5  level 
of  126  million  pounds,  owing  to  marketings  of  unfinished  cattle,  packing- 
plant  strikes  in  llarch  and  April,  and  the  tallow-e.-roort  policy  of  the  Ar- 
gentine Government.    Before  an  export  permit  is  granted,  the  applicant 
must  certify  that  not  less  than  JO  percent  of  the  total  manufactured  has 
oeen  made  available  to  domestic  soap  makers.    Formally,  Argentina  ranks 
first  as  a  world  tallow  e shorter,  and  second  as  a  producer,  surpassed 
only  "by  the  United  States. 

STRIA."  OILSEED  0™SPTJS 

rosr  ysbcn  last  t^ar 

Syrian  oilseed  production,  with  the  exception  of  cottonseed,  is  ex- 
pected to  bo  ahout  normal  in  1945,  with  the  total  "below  that  of  last  year. 
The  cottonseed  outturn  may  "be  smaller  than  that  of  last  season  owing  to  a 
sharp  drop  in  the  price  of  fiber  after  the  devaluation  of  the  French  franc 
in  December  19^5*    There  was  also  a  general  decline  in  the  price  of  all 
vegetable  oilseeds  and  oils  during  the  first  auarter  of  the  current  year, 
compared  with  the  average  .annual  prices  in  1944  and  19^5 » 

Oilseed  output  in  19^5  v&s  29-6  million  pounds.,  compared  with  20.2 
million  in  1944.    Cottonseed  and  sesame  seed  accounted  for  approximately 
95  percent  of  the  total  in  both  years. 


STRIA:     Vegetable-oilseed  acreage  and  production, 


Crop 

Area 

Production 

:      19  W 

1945 

1944 

1945 

1,000 

1,000 

:  Acres 

* 

Acres 

pounds 

pounds 

 :  173 

173 

110  : 

108 

 :  371 

:  432 

331 

432 

635 

1  753 

:  5?5 

:  SSS 

 :  13.724 

.    16, 872 

5,203 

:  8,139 

• 
• 

:  14,000 

:  20,000 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 


COTTOr  Am  OTHSE  FI33RS 


SPAIN'S  nCTTC"  IHPOPTS 

lp.o?  no  lc"  Lsra 


Cotton  imports  into  Spain  during  the  9  months -August- April  1945-46 
totaled  only  267, 000  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross),  compared  with  397,000 
bales  for  a  similar  period  in  1944-45 •    The  i<"45-46  tot'l  was  composed 
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of  117,000  "bales  from  the  United  States,  80,000  from.  Brazil,  51,000  from 
India,  and  the  remaining  19,000  from  Mexico,  Peru,  and  Belgian  Congo. 

SPAIN:     Imports  of  cotton  by  countries 
(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Country 


United  States  . 
Brazil  ..... ........ 

Belgian  Congo  , 

Argentina   

Egypt  ......... 

British  India  . 
Other  countries 
Total   ■. , 


average 

1939- 

19^2  : 

19^3 

:  19^ 

:  19^5 

19kl  a. 

/  : 

1,000 

1,000: 

1,000 

:  1,000 

.  1,000 

"bales 

bales : 

bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

92.3 

H  : 

18^.9 

:  221.1 

•  320.1 

32.7 

19E.  k  1 

98.8 

:  30.3 

:  87.O 

3.5 

89.5  : 

71.2 

;     99  . 14- 

:  39.9 

50.5 

0.3  : 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

18.2 

0  : 

0 

;  15.7 

:  5.2 

2.6 

2.8  : 

0 

:  0 

:  28.7 

5A 

3.7  : 

1.1 

:  8.9 

:  23.9 

205 , 2 

290.7  : 

356.0 

:  375,1"  ■ 

:  5W.8 

January -April 

"ipf5~~T- 19^ 


1,000 

bales 

1^2.9 
19.5 
37.9 

0 
0 
0 

"  2W7? 


1,000 
"bales' 


22.1 
33.8 

0 
0 
0 

22.1 

0 


bAO 


Compiled  frora  official  sources. 

a/    Three -year  average „     No  data  available  for  civil 
and  first  3  months  of  1939  - 
by    Less  than  50  bales. 


war  years  (1936-I938) 


No  cotton  arrived  in  May  19 W>  but  arrivals  anticipated  in  June  were 
22,000  bales  (running)  from  Brazil  and  21,000  from  the  United  States. 
These  shipments,  together  with  port  stocks  of  around  60,000  running  bal.es 
on  hand  May  31»were  sufficient  to  maintain  mill  operations  at  the  cur- 
rent level  for  k  or  5  months.    About  73  percent  of  the  stocks  on  hand 
at  the  end  of  May  was  Indian  cotton  and  l6  percent  Mexican. 

Mill  operations,  handicapped  by  power  restrictions  for  nearly  a,  year, 
were  permitted  to  resume  operations  on  a  near-normal  "basis  after  April  12 
i\Then  power  restrictions  were  removed.    Spinning  mills  began  operating  6 
days  a  week,  30  percent  of  them  en  a  basis  of  one  shift  daily  and  70  per- 
cent on  two  shifts.    Distribution  to  mills  by  the  Government  cotton  control 
averaged  only  about  16,000  running  bales  monthly  for  March  and  April. 

Authorizations  for  cotton  acreage  this  year  did  not  exceed  those  for 
19^5  when  acreage  amounted  to  only  72,000  acres,  or  just  half  of  the  19^ 
acreage .     The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  encouraged  greater  production  of 
corn  and  chick-peas  this  year  because  of  the  food  emergency  and  offered 
higher  prices  for  these  commodities,  as  well  as  priority  for  fertilizer 
supplies-. 


■SHKLY  C0TT0F  PHI  CSS 


The  following  table  shows  cotton  price  quotations  on  foreign  markets. 
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COTTON:  Spot  prices  of  certain  foreign  growths 
 and  qualities  in  specific  markets 


Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality 


Date 
1946 


Unit  of 
weight 


Unit  of 
currency 


Price  in  Equivalent 
foreign  :U.  S,  cents 
currency: per  pound 


Alexandria 

Ashniouni,  F.G.F  

Giza  7,  F.G.F  

Kamak,  F.G.F  

Bombay 

Jarila,  fine   

Kampala,  East  African 
Buenos  Aires 

Type  B   

Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  5  . 
Recife 

Mata,  Type  5  .... 

Sertao,  Type  5  . . 
Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5 
Torre on 

Middling,  15 /l6" 


7 
1 
7 

7 
7 

7 

7 

7 

7' 

7- 
7 


•h 
.k 

■k 
-4 

■6 

-6 

•5 
■5 

•5 

■5 


Kantar 

99 '.05  lbs. 

99.05  lbs. 

99.05  lbs. 
Candy 

784  lbs. 

784  lbs. 
Metric  ton 

2204.6  lbs 
Sp .quintal 

101.4  lbs. 
Arroba 

33.07  lbs. 

33.07  lbs. 
Arroba 

33.07  lbs. 
Sp .  quintal 

101.4  lbs. 


'.Tallari 
1  Tallari 
Tallari 

Rupee 
Rupee 

Peso 

Sol 

Cruzeiro 
Cruzeiro 

Cruzeiro 

Peso 


31.50:  26.30 
Not  quoted 


36.00 

•  463.00 
850.OO 

:,  o4o.oo 

152.00 

118.00 
120.00 

160.50 

106.25 


30.05 

17.82 
32.72 

27.55 
23.06 

19.14 
19.47 

26.04 
21.55 


Compiled  from  "weekly  cables  from  representatives  abroad, 
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HUIKJARIAN  HOG  NUMBERS     

SHARPLY  BELOW  PREWAR 

Hog  numbers  in  Hungary  are  estimated  at  about  the  same  level  as  in  1945, 
or  only  about  one -third  of  the  1938  prewar  level.     In  1933,  hog  numbers  were 
reported  at  3.1  million  head,  while  1945  numbers  were  placed  at  l,08p,000  by 
the  Hungarian  Ministry  of  Agriculture.    Spring  farrowings  are  indicated  at 
670,000  pigs,  80  percent  of  which  are  the  Mangolica  (laid)  type  and  20  per- 
cent of  the  meat  type.    An  estimate  places  the  number  of  hogs  prepared  for 
slaughter  at  about  670,000  head,  or  almost  equal  the  number  of  pigs  farrowed, 
with  about  480,000  to  be  slaughtered  towards  the  end  of  1946,  and  the  re- 
mainder in  early  1947 . 

Hungary's  immediate  prospects  for  increased  hog  production  appear  to 
be  limited  by  present  inefficient  production  practices,  inadequate  fac- 
ilities, and  reparation  payments. 


If.  K  IMPORTS  OF 
DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

The  following  table,  for  which  data  has  only  recently  become  avail-- 
able,  is  the  first  of  a  series  designed  to  show  quantities  and  country  of 
origin  of  manufactured  dairy  products  imported  by  the  United  Kingdom. 
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UNITED  KINGDOM: 


Imports  of  manufactured  dairy  products,  first 
.k  months    19k6,  with  comparisons 


Product  and 
country  of  origin 


First  5  months  of 


1938 


1,000 
•pounds 


Butter  : 

New  Zealand  :  96,777 

Denmark  , . . . :  88,286 

Australia  :  67, 118 

Netherlands   ,  :  26,578 

Eire  .  :  12,193 

Sweden  . .  . .  .  :  11,229 

Argentina   :      3,  355 

Canada   ,   , . . :      1, 121 

Other  countries  ........<.:  1+8,678 

Total   . . . .  ;"l55T3~35" 

Cheese  : 


Condensed  milk,  unsweetened  b / 

Canada  ,»,..,..... . . . 

United  States  

Other  countries   

Total  ,  


6,693 
^25 

it-,  791 


11,809 


Dried  mi lk ,  unswe e te ne d 


New  Zealand 

.:  ^,959 

3,218: 

2,509  : 

51 

• :  2,073 

18, 372: 

25,326  : 

1,222 

1,128: 

l,3»f  : 

85 

38: 

0  : 

91: 

18  : 

1+ 

Other  countries  . , 

3,5^2  : 

168: 

2  : 

Total   

c7  23,015: 

29,239  : 

220 

191+5 


1,000 
pounds 

113,^38 

0 

6^,^95 
0 
0 
0 

220 

1/ 

1757260 


,  ..,:  61,205 

:     108, 302 

:  77,^89 

:  127 

25,302 

:  23,735" 

:  .2^,^89- 

:•  • :-  97 

.  •  8,358. 

•  Mlj-5 

:  17,902 

:  202 

7,559 

0 

:  0 

a/ 

:      29, 062 

:  57,563 

6,363 

:  0 

:  1,675 

j  26 

Total   

109  -  287 

.  165,7^ 

179, 113 

l6if 

0 

^3,288 
3,771 
T+7,059 


191+6 


1,000 

pounds 

10k, 369 
'  9,919" 
66,663 
0 
0 
0 

28 

0 


"130,982 


0 

< 

o 

l,691_ 
T"o"97 


First"  1+  "months 
lp+o 
193B 


Percent 

108 

H 

99  . 


.51 


2 
35 


a/  Less  than  5 00  pounds, 
b/  Imports  of  "both  sweetened  and  unsweetened  condensed  milk  (first  It- 
months  of  each  year)  were  as  follows:     I938,  6l, 008,000  pounds;  19^5, 
^7,975,000  pounds;  19U6,  2,208,000  pounds, 
c/  Included  112,000  pounds  of  dried  "buttermilk  and  whey. 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL 
EXPORTS  UP  SHARPLY 

Australian  wool  exports  of  503  million  pounds  for  the  first  8  months 
(July -February )  of  the  1945-46  season  were  4l  percent  above  those  for  the 
Baiae  period  of  the  preceding  season.    The  increases  occurred  mainly  in 
exports  to  the  United  States ,  which  were  larger  than  those  to  any  other 
country,  reaching  215  million  pounds,  or  51  percent  more  than  last  year, 
while  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  slightly  smaller. 

Before  the  war  continental  Europe  was  an  important  market  for  Austra- 
lian wool.    This  market  is  expected  to  "become  more  important  next  season 
when  public  auction  sales  are  resumed  and  credit  and  transportation  ar- 
rangements are  reestablished.    Takings  by  continental  Europe  in  the  5 
prewar  seasons  (1934-35  to  1938-39)  amounted  to  4l  percent  of  the  total 
exports .    Prewar  takings  by  the  United  Kingdom  averaged  39  percent  of  the 
total,  and  current  shipments  continue  at  about  that  level.    So  far  this 
season  exports  to  continental  Europe,  especially  to  France  and  Belgium, 
reached  62.5  million  pounds  against  none  last  season. 

AUSTRALIA:    Wool  exports,  first  8  months  of  1945-46 


Country  of 

1944-45 

1945-46 

destination 

:  Greasy: 

Scoured 

Total  : 

Greasy ; 

.Scoured' 

Total 

:  Mi  Hi  on1 

Million 

Million  : 

Million  • 

Million 

.Million 

: pounds 

pounds  , 

pounds  : 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

:  125.5i 

16.5 

142.0  : 

192.0  : 

22.9 

214.9 

2.2. 

4.9 

:     7.1  : 

3.2  : 

5.8 

:  9.0 

0.6; 

1.5 

2.1  : 

2.0 

3.8 

•  5.8 

,:  1.7: 

2.7 

'     4.4  , 

1.0  • 

4.4 

:  5.4 

,:  2.5 

1.8 

:  4.3 

5.8 

0.3 

.  6.1 

0.8 

1.0 

0.4 

2.8 

.  3.2 

Total  non-European. . 

132.7 

28.2 

;  160.9 

204.4 

40.0 

244.4 

United  Kingdom  

.:  174.3 

:  21.5 

:  195.8 

177.0 

:  15.0 

:  192.0 

■  W 

:  H 

:  34.8 

b/ 

:  34.8 

;  1/ 

:      b/  : 

:  25.2 

•  V 

:  25.2 

:  2.2 

:  0.3 

:  2.4 

.:  174.3 

:  21.5 

:  195.8 

•  239.2 

15.3 

:  254.5 

Other  countries  c/ 

:  */ 

:  */ 

:  3.7 

:  3.7 

Total  all  countries 

307.0 

:  49.7 

:  356.7 

:  443.6 

:  59.0 

:  502.6 

a/    Converted  from  bales  at  average  weight  of  bale  as  reported  by 
Central  Wool  Committee  for  the  1944-45  season, 
b/    If  any  included  under  undesignated  countries, 
c/    Country  not  designated, 
d/    Less  than  50,000  pounds. 


the 


Japan  ranked  third  in  importance  as  a  buyer  of  Australian  wool  before 
the  war,  being  preceded  by  continental  Europe  and  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Plans  are  now  being  made  to  establish  additional  mills  in  Australia,  with 
the  object  of  producing  woolen  textiles  for  the  low-priced  Asiatic  markets 
which  formerly  depended  on  Japan.    The  proposal  anticipates  the  eventual 
consumption  of  300  million  pounds  of  inferior  to  good  grade  wool  in  Aus- 
tralia.    (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  1,  1946,  p.  403 . ) 

Based  on  the  wool  movement  for  the  first  8  months  of  the  season,  it  ap- 
pears that  stocks  in  Australia  at  the  end  of  June  1946    may  be  about  100 
million  pounds  less  than  the  I/605  million  pounds,  actual  weight,  reported 
in  Australia  on  June  30,  1945. 

AUSTRALIA:    Wool  exports  to  principal  destinations,  seasons 


beginning  July  1,  1945-46  with  comparisons 


Season 
beginning 
July  1 

•  United 
States 

. United 
Xingclom 

Con- 
"hi  n^n"hn  1 

,            j  X  I  l,;  1  1  'J  JL. 

Europe'  ' 

■  Jaaan 

•    aii";  ■ 

;  other 
: countries 

:  Total 

:  Million 

,  Million 

Million 

; Million 

:  Million 

:  Million 

;  pounds 

pounds 

,  pounds 

pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

Average  - 

1934-1938  ... 

27 

321 

;  341 

:  132 

':  6 

F^"827 

1939-40   

:  1? 

592 

:   188.. 

51 

:       14  ■ 

:  862 

1940-41   

279 

184  . 

a/ 

58' 

16 

:  537 

1941-42   

:     .  .558  j 

22^  • 

.  0 

11 

•  24 

:  816 

19^2-43   

:       348  : 

184 

0 

0; 

25 

:  557 

IC43  _24  . . ,  

262 

221 .'. 

0 

0 

26 

509 

19 14  J+5   

:  260 

281 

0  ' 

0 

37 

:  578'/ 

July -February 

1945   

142 

196  • 

0 

0 

19 

:  357 

1946   

215 

192 

b/  62 

0  : 

b/    34     '  i 

503 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

a/    If  any,  included  with  "a.ll  other  countries," 

b/  About  4  million  pounds  included  with  "all  other  countries"  was  un- 
designated as  to  country  and  may  have  been  for  continental  Europe, 


AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  EXPORTS 
TO  U.  Sc  CONTINUE  LARGE 

Australian  wool  shipments  to  the  United  States  reached  215  million 
pounds  in  the  8  months  ( July -February )  of  the  first  postwar  season  (1945- 
46),  representing  44  percent  of  exports  to  all  destinations.     This  is 
quite  a  decided  contrast  with  the  prewar  situation,  when  Australian  exports 
to  the  United  States  averaged  only  4  percent  annually  of  total  exports 
to  all  countries  for  the    4  seasons  1935-36  to  1938-39.    Monthly  exports 
to  the  United  States  during  the  first  8  months  of  the  1945-46  season  av- 
eraged 27  million  pounds,  compared  with  18  million  pounds  in  the  same 
months  of  1944-45. 

Imports  of  Australian  wool  by  commercial  interests  in  the  United 
States  during  the  war  (1942-1945)  years  were  unusually  large,  averaging 
a  little  over  250  million  pounds  annually.     These  large  purchases  were  due 
to  hecvy  demand  and  an  United  States  Government  price -support  program 
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for  the  domestic  clip  which  permitted  duty-paid  foreign  wool  to  "be  sold  at 
lower  prices  in  this  country  than  domestic  wools  of  comparable  qualities. 

This  situation  was  changed  somewhat  in  November  19^-5  when  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  reduced  selling  prices  on  19^3;  19^;  and 
19^5  wool  owned  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  and  a  further  reduction 
was  made  in  February  19^6,  which  permitted  domestic  wool  to  compete  more 
favorably  with  foreign  wool.    However,  monthly  imports  of  Australian  wools 
into  the  United  States  for  consumption  for  July  -  April  continue  larger  than 
a  year  earlier.    United  States'  manufacturers  show  a  preference  for  foreign 
wools  owing  to  the  method  of  preparation  which  makes  the  product  less 
ex-pensive  for  handling.     A  long- time  project  has  recently  been  announced  by 
the  Department  of  Agriculture's  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  de- 
signed to  result  in  the  better  preparation  of  domestic  wool  for  market. 

AUSTRALIA:    Wool  exports  to  the  United  States,  8  months  of 


Season 

:  To 

"'"Total! 

Percentage 

July  1  to 

:  United  States 

;  actual 

:  to 

February  28 

: (actual  weight) 

weight 

:  United  States 

:  Million 

Million 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  Percent 

19^5-^6   . 

i  6lk.l 

:  3o5 

58.5 

598.9 

:  9.8 

:  507^8 

:  0.1 

19^8-39  . . . .  ,  

611.8 

:  2.0 

583.2 

I9^5_lf6   ...... 

502.6 

:  1*3-8 

Compiled  from  official  sources 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BAHIA  CACAO-BEAN  CROP 
SMALLEST  IN  DECADE 


The  19^5-^6  Bahia  cacao-bean  crop  amounted  to  110,000  short  tons-- 
the  smallest  crop  since  the  193*4- -35  season,  according  to  reports  from  the 
American  Consulate  at  Bahia,  Brazil.    During  19^14.-1+5,  122,000  short  tons 
of  cacao  beans  were  produced.    The  prewar  (1935-36  through  1939-^0)  average 
wa.s  136,000  short  tons  annually.     Over  95  percent  of  Brazil's  cacao  is  pro- 
duced in  the  State  of  Bahia. 

Brazil  ranks  second  among  the  cacao-producing  countries  of  the  world, 
being  exceeded  only  by  the  Gold  Coast.     In  prewar  (1935-1939)  years,  ap- 
proximately one -third  of  the  United  States  average  annual  imports  of  208,000 
short  tons  of  cacao  beans  came  from  Brazil.    Smaller  crops  in  recent  years 
are  attributed  largely  to  a  fungus  disease,  called  brown  rot,  which  attacks 
the  cacao  pods  when  they  are  almost  mature.    The  disease  has  existed  in 
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Brazil  for  a  number  of  years,  "but  it  varies  in  severity  from  year  to  year. 
Temperatures  below  60  degrees  F.  appear  to  favor  its  development. 

TRADE  CONTROLS 

Paraguay  fry  decree  of  June  8,  1946,  stepped  up  its  campaign  for  re- 
ducing the  cost  of  living  by  providing  for  a  subsidy  on  imports  of  wheat 
and  wheat  flour.    At  the  same  time,  existing  duties  on  imported  wheat  and 
wheat  flour  were  reduced  by  25  percent.    To  meet  the  cost  of  the  subsidy, 
a  new  tax  amounting  to  6  percent  ad  valorem  will  be  applied  to  imported 
commodities  listed  as  nonessentials  such  as  automobiles,  radios,  and  elec- 
trical appliances. 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS  (con't) 

TURKEY  HARVESTS 
LARGER  GRAIN  CROP 

Turkey's  1946  grain  production  is  considerably  larger  than  in  19^5, 
though  still  somewhat  less  than  an  average  outturn,  according  to  the  first 
forecast  of  production. 

The  wheat  harvest,  placed  at  110,229,000  bushels,  is  about  35  per- 
cent larger  than  the  1945  crop,  but  considerably  less  than  the  1935-1939 
average  of  135,690,000  bushels.    The  rye  crop  is  forecast  at  13,799,000 
bushels  compared  with  the  1945  figure  of  11,220,000  bushels. 

Barley  production  is  placed  at  73, 1+89, 000  bushels,  or  the  largest  crop 
since  1943.    Though  still  somewhat  below  average,  the  crop  compares  fav- 
orably with  the  poor  outturn  estimated  at  48,915,000  bushels  in  1945. 
Weather  conditions  were  generally  favorable  for  the  development  of  the 
crop.    A  mild  winter  with  no  protracted  cold  weather  permitted  early  spring 
seedings,  which  counteracted  in  part  the  late-winter  seedings  due  to  pro- 
longed drought  in  the  summer  and  fall. 


TURKEY:  Acreage  and  production  of  small  grains, 
 1946  with  comparisons  


Year 

;  Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Acreage [ 

Pro- 
duction 

Acreage 

Pro-  ■ 

duction, 

Acreage 

Pro- 
duction 

Acreage 

Pro- 
duction 

Average  - 
1935-1939 

1944   

19^5   

1946  a/  .    ,  • 

:  1,000  • 
acres  ■ 

1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
•bushels 

;  1,000 
•  acres 

•  1,000 
.bushels 

8,952  • 
■  8,654  ■ 
9,243 
7,053 
7,053 

135,690 

11+6,973 
115,683 
.  82,150 
110,229 

939 

?4l  i 

936 
•1,111+ 
:  1,111+ 

:  14,301 
13,163 
13, 21+2 
11,220: 
13,799: 

4,592 

•  3,683 
l+,090 

4,137 

•  4,137 

:  96,129 
76,487 
64,441 
48,915 

•  73,  ^89 

636 
.    710  : 

648  : 
>  676 
:  676 

16,893 
18, 205 
12, 792 
9,783 
■  b/ 

Compiled  from  official  sources,    a/  Pre liminary  forecast .    b/  Not  available 


